Q1. 
Based on the chapter reading, I have realized David’s wonderful gesture of kindness which gives Mephibosheth the most magnificent feeling of being accepted. Having lived a life full of rejection due to his conditions, Mephibosheth feels exalted when David invites him to his table. Arguably, in my view, the magnificent gesture shown by David to Mephibosheth restores the latter’s dignity to consequently set him on an esteemed path. From this chapter, it is evident that dignity is the most valuable asset an individual can have. Admittedly, this is what stands out to me from the chapter. Unfortunately, the humiliation around Mephibosheth has observably made him worthless and despicable. The expression of kindness to him brings him out of obscurity and poverty and this is not only an indication of kindness and love but also a demonstration of David’s love for his late friend Jonathan by choosing to keep his promise.
Q2.
My assigned passage is Genesis 32:22-32. Jacob wrestles with God. “And he arose that night and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of Jabbok. He took them, sent them over the brook, and sent over what he had”. My first annotation is an indication of Jacob’s desire to be alone so he could really focus on God during his trial moments. The significant purpose of the trials in Jacob’s life brings him closer to God. Sending his two wives and eleven sons over the brook was symbolic since it signifies separation from the crowds to focus on God. An evaluation of Jacob’s trials reveals that trials are not accidental but rather are part of God’s plan to get us closer to him. In the midst of trials, it is essential that we draw near God since this is the only way God can get our attention. The man wrestling Jacob through the night was an indication of God’s desire for Jacob to develop perseverance during trials. 

Q3
The key difference between the readings is that in Samuel chapter 9, the underlying message that as humans we are required to demonstrate grace and kindness. God himself is kindness, for this reason, it is important that we pass of God and kindness to the less privileged around us. Genesis chapter 32 on the other hand highlights the importance of perseverance, prayers and the role of God in our lives during trials. 
Discussion replies
Amber Kraniak
I disagree with this posting. During Moses’ time, those with bodily defects were not admitted into the priesthood because the laws prohibited them from offering sacrifices at the temple. However, in my opinion, I believe that our bodily infirmities should not deny us from serving God or achieving his heavenly glory. Many people with deformities have beautiful souls and may efficiently perform the duties of the ministry. In Samuel chapter 9, Mephibosheth isn’t treated like an outcast due to his body deformities but is rather accorded kingly privileges despite his condition. Arguably, this should be the approach towards individuals with deformities. 

Replying to Kailey Franklin
[bookmark: _GoBack]I agree with this post. Based on the chapter readings, it is true that God wanted to prepare Jacob for the troubles he was yet to face. However, your post focuses only on the fight with the “man”, I believe there was the aspect of prayer and creating time for God when he took his family over the Brook so he could remain alone and focus on God. Secondly, I disagree with your views regarding the chapter. In my view, I think the chapter is more focused on highlighting the benefits of perseverance and being closer to God during trials and not about power. Otherwise, this is a great post.  
